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WHAT TO EXPECT: MINUTE BY MINUTE 
 

WELCOME TO COLLEGE PARK, MARYLAND! 
 

You may arrive at the College Park Metro Station. 
 
www.wmata.com/rider-guide/stations/college-
park.cfm 
 
You can catch a NHD shuttle to the Stamp Student 
Union from the Metro.  
 
For more information on the Washington 
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, visit their 
website: 
 
www.wmata.com/ 
 
You can purchase a SmarTrip card in advance or if 
you already have one you can add money to it 
online. You can also purchase a SmarTrip card at a 
Metro station. The SmarTrip card is easy and efficient to use. 
 
Transportation and traffic at the University of Maryland/College Park, as well as surrounding 
areas (Washington, DC), are big-city style. Plan to wait for trains and buses (if you are using 
public transportation) or parking far away from your intended destination (if you are driving). 
There will be lots of walking; try to travel light! The university campus is 1600 acres, twice the 
size of UT-Knoxville. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: PARKING ON CAMPUS 
 
The University of Maryland has a complex system for parking on campus. To prevent receiving 
parking tickets, we ask that you understand and abide by all campus parking regulations. Parking 
regulations are strictly enforced by the University! National History Day cannot intervene on 
your behalf. NHD has no control over campus parking or parking rates. For more information, 
visit the Contest Parking page in online registration: www.nhd.org/register/parkingtransportation 
 
For driving directions to the University of Maryland, please go to: 
http://www.nhd.org/register/travelshipping 
 
To view a printable campus map, please visit: 
https://www.transportation.umd.edu/parking/maps 
 
If you are driving and need a physical address for a GPS map, the address to Stamp Student 
Union is: 3972 Campus Drive, College Park, MD 20742. 

http://www.wmata.com/rider-guide/stations/college-park.cfm
http://www.wmata.com/rider-guide/stations/college-park.cfm
http://www.wmata.com/
http://www.nhd.org/register/travelshipping
https://www.transportation.umd.edu/parking/maps
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Those who have an on-campus housing and meal plan can request a summer guest parking 
permit when they check in to campus housing. However, commuters and spectators may pre-
purchase daily or competition-long permits at https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd. Representatives 
from the Department of Transportation Services will be available at registration during the 
following hours to assist with permit purchase and answer questions: Saturday, 2:00 pm - 8:00 
pm and Sunday, 9:00 am - 8:00 pm. Beginning Monday, guests should pre-purchase permits 
online or park in designated visitor parking lots and pay the hourly/daily fee. Permits may be 
purchased at the Department of Transportation’s office in Regents Drive Garage during business 
hours, 8:15 am - 4:00 pm. For the Awards Ceremony only, you will be able to pay for parking, 
with a credit card, upon arrival to the parking lot. To save time, you may still pre-purchase a 
permit at https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd. We strongly encourage commuters and spectators to 
purchase their permits in advance. Please note that only credits cards are accepted for permit 
purchase at registration. 
 
For parking inquiries, call (301) 314-7275 or visit the UMD Department of Transportation 
website at www.transportation.umd.edu/parking.html. The Department of Transportation 
Services is located on campus in Bldg #202 Regents Drive Garage, College Park, MD 20742. 
Their office hours are 8:15 am - 4:00 pm. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: MEALS AND BOXED LUNCH REQUESTS 
(FOR PEOPLE STAYING IN THE DORMS ONLY) 

 
For 2019, all meals will be served at The Diner on North Campus. For those with a meal plan 
who wish to request boxed lunches, they will need to be requested in advance online at 
www.summerinfo.umd.edu/nhd. Requests will be accepted beginning May 21 by the following 
deadlines: 
 
For meals Sunday (June 9) and Monday (June 10) – 6 pm EST Thursday, June 6 
For meals Tuesday (June 11) – 9:30am EST Monday, June 10 
For meals Wednesday (June 12) – 9:30 am EST Tuesday, June 11 
 
Boxed lunches can be picked up at The Diner during breakfast. Boxed breakfasts on Wednesday, 
June 12 will be available for pick up at 6:45 am. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION: STAYING IN THE DORMS 

 
Lisa Oakley, our East Tennessee District Coordinator, will be staying in the dorms. Her contact 
info is (865) 680-5829 or oakley@easttnhistory.org. You will have air conditioning, so no need 
to bring fans. 
 
There is a common room in the dorm. You might want to bring a few games, etc. to share with 
friends you meet. All Tennesseans will be staying in the same dorm. (Girls’ rooms and boys’ 
rooms are separated by floors). Introduce yourself to the person in the room next to you when 
you have a chance. 
 

https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd
https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd
http://www.summerinfo.umd.edu/nhd
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There is a refrigerator and microwave in most of the common rooms, but you will need to clearly 
mark your name on anything you put in the fridge. 
 
The dorms feature everyone’s favorite: community baths! The showers are the standard stall type 
shower with a curtain. You will want to bring something to keep your toiletries in that will hang 
on the shower curtain rod, or you can always use the floor or shower sill. Have some flip flops or 
other shoes that you can wear in and out of the shower, as well as a robe that you can hang over 
the shower rod or lay in the floor outside the shower. There are hooks in the dressing area before 
the shower room so you will be walking to and from that dressing area. Consider this all good 
practice for when you are living in the dorms as a first year student! 
 
They will provide a sheet set, blanket, and pillow. Sheets from home probably will not fit as 
these are XL twin beds. They provide a towel or two, but you might need a couple extra. You 
will want to hang your towels, etc. to dry so bring a bungee cord or something else to hang them. 
The floors are linoleum, so you might want to bring shoes to wear around the dorm. If you can fit 
a box fan or smaller in the car, you might want to bring just in case. 
 
You will be given a card and key on a lanyard at registration. It is very important that you keep 
up with this. The card is your access to the dorm building and the elevators, and it is the meal 
card. The key is your room key. Make sure to have them at all times, or know where they are. 
 
Drivers, you will get your parking permit at registration. There is a garage just up from the 
dorms next to the stadium. 
 
You will want to keep your dorm door locked whenever you are out of the building or when you 
are in your room by yourself. 
 
While the dorm halls are not co-ed, there are occasions due to family arrangements when 
someone of another gender will be on the hall. Be aware of this when leaving your room or when 
leaving your door open to visit with neighbors. Folks of both genders can meet up in the 
common rooms. This area of the hall is separated from the rooms by a door. 
 
The diner is close by! Think about meeting up with folks to go to breakfast. People will be 
getting to lunch at various times due to competition schedules, but dinner is another time to meet 
and eat together. There is also a food court at the Stamps Student Union with pizza, McDonalds, 
Chick-fil-A, Japanese, etc. 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2019 
 
9 AM to 8 PM REGISTRATION, STAMP STUDENT UNION, 2ND FLOOR 
 
At the Stamp Student Union, you (students, chaperones, educators) will register for the 
competition and any housing/meal plan packages you have purchased. Your registration 
materials will contain maps and your competition time and location. Students must pick up their 
own registration materials. You can also purchase WiFi access and NHD memorabilia during 
registration. HAVE YOUR BUTTONS WITH YOU. Other students will want to trade. If you 
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see a t-shirt or other item that you think you might want at the merchandise table, go ahead and 
buy it now, since they frequently sell out of the popular sizes. 
 

  
 
If you arrive after Sunday, check at the merchandise table for late registration. The merchandise 
table will be on the main floor of the Stamp Student Union. 
 
4:30 to 6 PM TENNESSEE HISTORY DAY DELEGATION PIZZA PARTY, 
TYDINGS HALL RM 2109 
 
The Tennessee Historical Society will host a pizza party for the entire delegation (students, 
teachers, chaperones, assorted family members) from 4:30 pm to 6:00 pm immediately before 
the Awards Ceremony. You do not need to RSVP. We will introduce ourselves, go over the 
schedule, and answer any pressing questions.  
 

  
 
6:30 PM to 7:30 PM OPENING CEREMONY, MCKELDIN MALL 
 
The Opening Ceremony will begin at 6:30 pm. We will be seated in the grass of McKeldin Mall. 
You may wish to bring a blanket or lawn chairs, if you like carrying bulky items across a college 
campus. Everyone should wear your t-shirt and bring your buttons. There will be a song about 
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the different states and when we hear “Tennessee” we need to yell very loudly. The Opening 
Ceremony will take about an hour.  

  
 

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019 
 
10 AM to 4 PM VARIOUS CAMPUS LOCATIONS 
 
Juniors compete on Monday. If you are not competing, you may use this time to visit many of 
the sites in the metropolitan DC area or you may wish to support your team mates by attending 
their judging sessions (those that are open to the public). I will send out a list of Documentary, 
Performance, and Website judging sessions to everyone and I encourage you to drop by and 
cheer on your fellow Tennesseans. 
 
Open to the pubic: Documentary and Performance 
Open to the public at posted times: Exhibit 
Closed to the public: available near merchandise table: Paper 
Open to the public at the discretion of the judges: Website 
 
Highly recommended: scout out your competition location the day before. 
 
Link to campus maps: http://cvs.umd.edu/visitors/current_map.pdf 
 
6:30 PM to 7:30 PM ICE CREAM SOCIAL/TEAM MEETING 
UNIVERSITY OF MD DAIRY, STAMP UNION FOOD COURT 
 
Come to the far back corner of the Stamp Union Food Court for some 
delicious ice cream! Everyone is welcome. This is a good time to ask 
any questions and to support your fellow competitors as we wait to 
hear the finalists in Jr Doc and Jr Perf. ONLY finalists in 
Documentary and Performance will be announced. The finalists’ 
entry numbers, titles, and names will be broadcast on the TV screens in the Stamp Student Union 
and online (nhd.org). NHD aims to announce these results at 7 pm, but that deadline is not 
always met. 
  

http://cvs.umd.edu/visitors/current_map.pdf
http://www.nhd.org/
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TUESDAY, JUNE 11, 2019 
 
10 AM to 4 PM VARIOUS CAMPUS LOCATIONS 
 
Seniors compete on Tuesday. Junior finalists in Documentary and Performance will also 
compete. If you are not competing, you may use this time to visit many of the sites in the 
metropolitan DC area. 
 
I will send out a list of Documentary, Performance, and Website judging sessions to everyone 
and I encourage you to drop by and cheer on your fellow Tennesseans. I will also send out notice 
if we have any Junior finalists in the Documentary or Performance categories. 
 
Open to the pubic: Documentary and Performance 
Open to the public at posted times: Exhibit 
Closed to the public; copies available near merchandise table: Paper 
Open to the public at the discretion of the judges: Website 
 
Highly recommended: scout out your competition location the day before. 
 
Link to campus maps: http://cvs.umd.edu/visitors/current_map.pdf 
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 2019 
 
On Wednesday, Senior finalists in Documentary and Performance will compete.  
 
8:45 AM PHOTO WITH SEN. ALEXANDER AND SEN. BLACKBURN, EAST STEPS 
OF THE US CAPITOL 
 
If you would like to meet our senators and have your photo taken with them, be on the East Steps 
of the US Capitol at 8:45 am. This is the same side of the Capitol as the entrance to the Visitor 
Center. Everyone may be in the photograph. Sometimes people worry about what they should 
wear: try not to look like a bum, otherwise be comfortable and wear walking shoes! You can 
look at our FB page to see last year’s photo and how everyone dressed for that. Sen. Alexander 
and Sen. Blackburn meet all kinds of groups in all sorts of getups, so as long as you are decent 
you will be fine. This will be a VERY long day if you spend the morning visiting the Capitol or 
Library of Congress, the afternoon touring museums, so plan accordingly.  
 

http://cvs.umd.edu/visitors/current_map.pdf
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After our photo is taken, Sen. Alexander and 
Sen. Blackburn will have a few minutes to chat 
with the students. Both of our senators are 
familiar with History Day and will want to 
know about your projects. A special note to 
adults: Please let the students have priority. 
You may have strong opinions about current 
issues. Now is not the time to indulge yourself. 
 
After the photo is made, you may go through 
security into the US Capitol. From there, you 
can take the underground tunnel to the Library 
of Congress.  
 
http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/ 
 
The Capitol Visitor Center, the main entrance to the US Capitol, is located beneath the East 
Front plaza of the US Capitol at First Street and East Capitol Street. Directions to the Capitol:  
 
http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/plan-visit/getting-the-capitol 
 
Do NOT attempt to drive into DC for the day. Parking is expensive and complicated; the closest 
parking garage is at Union Station. Take public transportation. The closest Metro stops are Union 
Station, which is on the Red Line, and Capitol South, which is on the Orange and Blue lines. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/
http://www.visitthecapitol.gov/plan-visit/getting-the-capitol
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Question: Do I need to RSVP? 
 
Just show up. 
 
To prepare for a tour of the US Capitol, you must go through a security screening. 
 
The following items are prohibited: 
 
aerosol containers 
any pointed object (i.e., knitting needles, letter openers, etc.) 
any bag larger than 14” wide x 13” high x 4” deep 
cans and bottles 
electric stun guns, martial arts weapons or devices 
food or beverages of any kind 
guns, replica guns, ammunition and fireworks 
knives of any size 
mace and pepper spray 
non-aerosol spray 
razors and box cutters 
 
Prescription medications (such as inhalers and EpiPens) are permitted. Bring a copy of the 
prescription with you. Cameras and cell phones are permitted. 
 
The Capitol Visitor Center is a vast underground structure with air conditioning and seats. There 
is an Exhibition Hall; there is a gift shop, where you can buy White House Christmas ornaments; 
and there is a restaurant, one of the few in the Capitol complex. Finally, once you have passed 
through security for the Capitol, you can take an underground tunnel to the Library of Congress 
and bypass another security check.  
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THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2019 

 
8 AM TO NOON, AWARDS CEREMONY, XFINITY CENTER 
 
The Awards Ceremony will begin at 8:30 am. If you bring luggage to the ceremony, you must 
check it. We will be seated in SECTION 122, ROWS 19 – 24. Wear your green Tennessee 
shirts! Do you have any TN flags? Bring them! 
 
Parking is available in the lots around the Xfinity Center. Because of construction, parking will 
be limited. 
 

 

 

 

 
Before the Awards Ceremony begins, the students are invited to the floor of the arena for the 
Parade of States.  
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If your name is called for an award, be ready to run down to the stage!  (But don’t run down the 
very steep stairs). If you are not there, I will pick your award up for you. There is no particular 
order to the announcement of the awards. The Awards Ceremony will last a long time. If you 
need to leave before it is over, you may.  
 
REALITY CHECK: For the past six years, TN has won two or three medals/awards each year. 
There are over 3000 students at NHD. The competition is fierce. You are competing against 111 
other entries in your category. Just to be at NHD is an honor. 
 
After the Awards Ceremony ends, I will pick up your evaluation sheets for you. Do not go stand 
in the never-ending line. If you want to wait for your evaluation sheets I will give them to you 
immediately. If you are not there I will mail them to your teacher at the school address.  
 
SPECIAL NOTES FOR EACH CATEGORY: 
 
Documentary: Bring four copies of your process paper/bibliography. NHD will provide a PC 
(not a Mac), an LCD projector, and minimal tech assistance (one tech per building). However, 
you MUST be prepared for technological difficulties. Make sure you have saved your 
documentary in a format that is universal. Bring your documentary on different types of media: a 
flash drive, a DVD, a laptop. In other words, have a backup plan. Documentaries are not 
uploaded in advance. You may continue to work on your project until June. You must commit to 
being in MD the day before your judging session and through the finals round. 
 
Exhibit: Bring four copies of your process paper/bibliography and leave them with your exhibit. 
It’s a good idea to bring a mini-repair kit, for anything that might have come loose during 
shipping or traveling. A dolly can be useful for moving your exhibit. Construction happens at 
exhibit set-up. Go check on your project when the Exhibit Hall is open to the public and make 
sure nothing has come loose. Be sure to bring extension cords, if you need electricity for your 
exhibit set-up, presentation, and any repairs. You may continue to work on your project until 
June. You must be in MD and have your exhibit set up the day before your judging session. You 
must commit to staying through the final round. You will not be interviewed for the final round 
and you will not know if you are a finalist until the Awards Ceremony. 
 
Performance: Bring four copies of your process paper/bibliography. You may be performing in 
a building all the way across campus that is difficult to reach by car. (And you certainly cannot 
park anywhere near the competition spaces). Less is more when it comes to props and backdrops. 
You may continue to work on your project until June. You must commit to being in MD the day 
before your judging session and through the finals round. 
 
Website: Although copies of your process paper/bibliography are not required, I suggest 
bringing at least one for your own reference. NHD will provide large-screen TVs. Be prepared 
for something to go wrong with the technology. You may want to have your own laptop, opened 
to your website. The judges have already had the chance to view your website, so if something 
happens (like the internet connection is out), it is not the end of the world. You will not be 
penalized for tech difficulties beyond your control. Your website will close for editing the day of 
the registration deadline, Tues., May 14, 2019, 10:59 pm/11:59 EDT pm CDT and you must stop 
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working on it on that date. You must commit to being in MD the day before your judging 
session. After your interview, you are free to leave MD. 
 
Paper: Bring a copy of your paper/bibliography for your own reference. You can read your 
competitors’ papers in the Stamp Student Union, near the merchandise table. You will submit 
your paper and annotated bibliography electronically by uploading the document to the server 
within registration AND mail in four copies. Detailed instructions on how to upload your paper 
are available here. Your paper and annotated bibliography must be uploaded by the registration 
deadline Tues., May 15, 2019. If you experience difficulties, please contact IT@nhd.org. With 
your mailed copies you must include a printed copy of your e-mailed registration form and 
payment history, to be received by May 14, 2019. Please note that you are welcome to submit the 
hard copies of your paper and annotated bibliography printed on both sides to conserve paper. 
(This is contrary to Rule A3.) Papers should be sent to: PAPERS, National History Day, 4511 
Knox Road, Suite 205, College Park, MD 20740. 
 
JENNIFER’S SCHEDULE 
 
NHD depends upon the state coordinators to run the contest. That means, as much as I would 
like to, I may not be able to attend your judging session. I have committed to the following 
“volunteer” shifts. You are welcome to come find me. 
 
Date Time Location Task 
Sunday, June 10 12 pm to 4 pm Colony Ballroom Parent Table 
Monday, June 11 12 pm to 4 pm Registration Student Registration 

 
Please be on the lookout for Jennifer or Lisa before or after your competition time. We really 
will try to check in on each entry. For exhibit students, the area in front of the Exhibit Hall is 
very crowded—we may not see you! Come up and make sure we get a chance to visit with you! 
 
  

https://www.nhd.org/sites/default/files/2019_Paper_Upload_Instructions.pdf
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OTHER MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION: 
 
MD and DC are hot and steamy. The UMD campus is 1600 acres (twice the size of UT-
Knoxville) and the competition and housing are spread across that area. Don’t kill yourself in 
high heels or a wool suit. Whenever you are not in competition, your normal summer attire is 
fine. Bring your THD shirt (the green one) for the Opening Ceremony and the Awards 
Ceremony. 
 
Sunday night: THD t-shirt…you will be outside and it will be hot! Bring your buttons! 
 
Competition: performance students in costume, everyone else in something nice but 
comfortable…comfortable shoes are a must! Do not wear your TN shirt or anything that has your 
school name or mascot on it for your competition time. When I am instructing the judges at THD 
I tell them NOT to hold the students’ attire against them. Just dress as if you were going to your 
grandma’s house for dinner and you want her to say, “You look so nice!” 
 
Thursday morning: green THD shirt. I found the XFinity Center a bit warm, and I am always 
cold! 
 
Your competition time: 
 
You can download the NHD App where full schedules will be listed. The schedule will not be 
available until a few days before the contest. Also, each student's packet will have the 
competition location and time on the front. I do not have advance notice of your competition 
time. I find out at the same time you do. 
 
CONTACT INFO: 
 
Please do not call/text these numbers until Sunday, June 10. Texting is preferable, since we may 
be in a competition round. Make sure you identify yourself in any communication. 
 

Contact info: Jennifer 
(615) 775-3477 (cell) 
historyday@tennesseehistory.org 

Contact info: Lisa 
(865) 680-5829 (cell) 
oakley@easttnhistory.org 

 
ANSWERS TO OTHER NHD FAQs HERE: 
 
https://nhd.org/register/faqs 
 

https://nhd.org/register/faqs

