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1) Do you know what time my judging session is? 

 

No. You can download the National History Day app to your smart phone and check it. Last year the 

schedule was posted on the Saturday before the contest. When I find out the schedule (probably the same 

time that you do), I will send out an email to everyone with all entries listed by day and time. Judging 

location maps are available on the NHD website (link not available yet) and on the NHD Guidebook 

app. You can go to the National History Day website, www.nhd.org, and click the “2019 Contest Entry 

List” button on the homepage to view the list. Students will be given their judging times and locations 

when they pick up their packets at registration. 

 

2) Do you know what dorm we are in? 

 

No. 

 

3) Where should I park?  
Parking is available in parking garages or in metered spaces around campus for an hourly fee, or in 

NUMBERED lots with the appropriate parking permit. (You must have purchased the appropriate parking 

permit.) 

 

If you want to leave your car at the College Park Metro Station and take the Metro, you must have your 

payment ready BEFORE you enter the garage. Payment accepted: SmarTrip® cards and credit cards. 

 

4) Where can I get a parking permit?  
 

Residence hall guests may request a summer guest parking permit when they check in to campus housing. 

Commuters and spectators may pre-purchase daily or competition-long permits at 

https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd. Representatives from the Department of Transportation Services will be 

available at registration during the following hours to assist with permit purchase and answer questions:  

Saturday, 2:00PM - 8:00PM and Sunday, 9:00AM - 8:00PM.  Beginning Monday, guests should pre-

purchase permits or park in designated visitor parking lots and pay the hourly/daily fee. Permits may be 

purchased at the Department of Transportation’s office in Regents Drive Garage during business hours. 

 

For the Awards Ceremony only, you will be able to pay for parking, with a credit card, upon arrival to the 

parking lot. To save time, you may still pre-purchase a permit at https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd.  

 

We strongly encourage commuters and spectators to purchase their permits in advance. Please note that 

only credits cards are accepted for permit purchase at registration. 

 

5) Where can I get the shuttle bus?  
 

Shuttle stops are located across from the Stamp Student Union, and various locations near residence halls. 

There will be signage at these sites. The shuttle schedule is available on the NHD website 

(http://www.nhd.org/register/parkingtransportation). 
 

  

http://www.nhd.org/ud/templates/www.nhd.org
https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd
https://my.parkingsoft.com/umd
http://www.nhd.org/register/parkingtransportation
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6) Where can I find information about campus security and safety? 
 

You can visit the UMD Department of Public Safety's website: http://www.umdps.umd.edu/.  

 

7) What fun activities can I participate in when I am not competing? 

 

There are many activities specifically for NHD participants, including advance passes to the Holocaust 

Museum and the National Museum of African American History and Culture. 

 

Go here for a list of events. Note that most require pre-registration. 

 

http://nhd.org/register/NHDx 

 

NHDx registration will open at 9 am CDT/10 am EDT on Wednesday, May 15 and close at midnight ET 

on Wednesday, May 23. Last year, all spots were taken in the first three days. 

 

8) I went to request the free Holocaust Museum tickets and they didn’t have any left. 

 

Registration for the NHDx programs will run from May 15-23 (after the National Contest Registration 

closes). Opportunities and passes will be distributed first-come, first served basis. If there is a museum or 

event you are especially interested in, make sure you sign up for it on May 15. 

 

If you don’t get NHD participant tickets to an event or site in advance, remember that all of these 

attractions are open to the public, and you can just join the regular DC visitors. 

 

At the Holocaust Museum, passes are distributed on a first-come, first-served basis beginning at 10 a.m. 

when the building opens. The pass line forms next to the building in the alley with benches. Staff 

distribute the passes from the 14th Street side of the alley to allow those with passes to proceed into the 

building. If you do not plan to visit the Permanent Exhibition, or if you already have a pass, you do not 

need to wait in the pass line. After staff have distributed passes to those in line, they bring any remaining 

passes inside the building to be distributed at the Information Desk. 

 

https://www.ushmm.org/ 

 

9) How do I get from Point A to Point B? 

 

Use public transportation. Buy a Metro SmarTrip® Card from a kiosk when you arrive in the area and use 

it throughout your visit. Do not try to drive into DC! One year a parent told me that the teacher had said, 

"Oh, there's big parking garage right by the Capitol. You can just drive right up!" Not true. Parking is 

expensive and difficult to find. Please make use of the wonderful Metro system. 

 

http://www.wmata.com/ 

 

10) How do I get around campus? 

 

On foot or via shuttle. The campus is VERY LARGE. You can find links to maps here: 

 

http://maps.umd.edu/map/ 

 

  

http://www.umdps.umd.edu/
http://nhd.org/register/NHDx
https://www.ushmm.org/
http://www.wmata.com/
http://maps.umd.edu/map/
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11) Do I have to go to the ice cream social? 

 

All of our team activities are optional. This means the pizza party, the Opening Ceremony, the ice cream 

social on Mon. pm, the photo session with our senators, and the Awards Ceremony. Please see the THD 

@ NHD schedule for times and locations. Everyone (little brother, big sister, aunt, cousin, etc.) is invited 

to all TN Delegation activities and there is no need to RSVP. 

 

12) I ordered another t-shirt/buttons: 

 

They will be mailed to you at the address you provided. 

 

13) What's happening on Wed.? 

 

We need to be lined up on the East Steps of the US Capitol by 8:45 am for our photos. Both Sen. 

Alexander and Sen. Blackburn are very prompt (usually). The US Capitol photographer will group us by 

height, Sen. Alexander and Sen. Blackburn will appear, we will all smile for the camera, and then, 

depending upon their schedules, our senators will stay to chat WITH THE STUDENTS. Parents, this is 

not a time for monopolize our elected officials. This is a chance for the students to shine. 

 

Sen. Alexander's office will provide us with hard copies of the photographs, which I will mail to you later 

in the summer. You are welcome to take your own photos. 

 

You are welcome to tour the Capitol on your own. The Library of Congress also has group tours. If you 

plan on entering the US Capitol, familiarize yourself with the list of banned items. Travel light. Giant 

bags will slow you down and make going through security difficult. 

 

Visiting the US Capitol: https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/ 

 

List of prohibited items: https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/plan-visit/prohibited-items 

 

Tour the Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/visit/tours/guided-tours/thomas-jefferson-building/ 

 

You can plan on spending all day at the National Mall and Smithsonian, depending upon your endurance 

levels. 

 

14) When can I leave? 

 

You must attend your scheduled judging time. Juniors (grades 6-8) are on Monday. Senior (grades 9-12) 

are on Tuesday. These are preliminary rounds. You will be in a room (or group) with 10 or 11 other 

entries. The TOP entry (the entry ranked number 1) in each room/group advances to the final round. 

There are 10 finalists in each category. 

 

We DO NOT KNOW THE FINALISTS for Exhibit, Website, or Paper until the Awards Ceremony on 

Thurs. Do not ask me if you made it into the finals if you are in these categories; I do not know. 

 

Website and Paper competitors are free to leave the state of MD once your preliminary interview has 

concluded. The final round is judged without you and your presence is not required. 

 

Exhibit competitors must leave their exhibits (with process papers/bibs) up through Wed. pm. We do not 

know if you made it into the final round, but in case you did, you have to leave your exhibit in the Exhibit 

Hall for the judges to view. You are not present for the final round. 

https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/
https://www.visitthecapitol.gov/plan-visit/prohibited-items
https://www.loc.gov/visit/tours/guided-tours/thomas-jefferson-building/
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Junior Documentary finalists are announced Mon. pm during our Ice Cream Social. The results will be 

broadcast on giant TVs in the Stamp Union and via the National History Day app and website. Junior 

Documentary finalists MUST BE PRESENT for the final round (on Tues.), but you will not be 

interviewed. You just stick your disk/flashdrive into the drive and press play. You will need copies of 

your process paper/bibs for the finals judges. If you do not make it into the final round, you can leave or 

do whatever you want on Tues. 

 

Senior Documentary finalists are announced Tues. pm. The results will be broadcast on giant TVs in the 

Stamp Union and via the National History Day app and website. Senior Documentary finalists MUST BE 

PRESENT for the final round (on Wed.), but you will not be interviewed. You just stick your 

disk/flashdive into the drive and press play. You will need copies of your process paper/bibs for the finals 

judges. If you do not make it into the final round, you can leave or do whatever you want on Wed. 

 

Junior Performance finalists are announced Mon. pm during our Ice Cream Social. The results will be 

broadcast on giant TVs in the Stamp Union and via the National History Day app and website. Junior 

Performance finalists MUST BE PRESENT for the final round (on Tues.), but you will not be 

interviewed. You just introduce yourselves, do your performance, and say thank you. You will need 

copies of your process paper/bibs for the finals judges. If you do not make it into the final round, you can 

leave or do whatever you want on Tues. 

 

Senior Performance finalists are announced Tues. pm. The results will be broadcast on giant TVs in the 

Stamp Union and via the National History Day app and website. Senior Performance finalists MUST BE 

PRESENT for the final round (on Wed.), but you will not be interviewed. You just introduce yourselves, 

do your performance, and say thank you. You will need copies of your process paper/bibs for the finals 

judges. If you do not make it into the final round, you can leave or do whatever you want on Wed. 

 

 Finals Times:  

o Junior – Tuesday, June 11, 5:00-10:00 pm 

o Senior – Wednesday, June 12, 8:30 am – 12:30 pm 

 Finals Locations: Stamp Student Union: 

Individual Documentary - TBD 

Group Documentary - TBD 

Individual Performance – TBD 

Group Performance - TBD 

 

15) When can I take down my exhibit? 
 

Wednesday 5:00 – 9:00 pm and Thursday 7:00 – 8:30 am and 12:00 – 5:00 pm. If the student is leaving 

before then, the exhibit can be taken down when the hall is open to the public on Monday or Tuesday. If 

you take it down too early, your exhibit is not available for finals judging. 
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16) What is the website address for watching the webcast? 
 

To watch the webcast of the NHD Awards Ceremony, go to the NHD homepage; www.nhd.org. Click on 

the “Live NHD Awards Ceremony Stream” button. 

 

17) Part of my project did not arrive/ was broken/ is missing. Where is the closest store to replace 

items? 

 

Home Depot 

3301 E West Highway, Hyattsville, MD 20782 

(301) 891-1106 

  

Target 

Beltway Plaza Mall, 6100 Greenbelt Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

(301) 837-0054 

 

Staples 

8904 62nd Ave, College Park, MD 20740 

(301) 474-0610 

  

Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft 

Beltway Plaza Mall, 6200 Greenbelt Rd, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

(301) 220-2184 

 

http://www.nhd.org/ud/templates/www.nhd.org

